[Decrease in repair processes in lymphocytes of workers exposed to heavy metals].
Mechanisms of DNA repair in lymphocytes of persons having occupational contact with heavy metal salts for at least 10 years were investigated. The long-term exposure to heavy metal salts did not result in development of mechanisms of adaptation to the respective metals, as shown by increased DNA sensitivity to these compounds and by decrease in the repair activity. However, in some cases, resistance to other mutagens, 4-NQO, in particular, was observed.